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Dear Felicity Milner,
 
Please allow me to respond, on behalf of the Executive Secretary, to the petition you submitted to the Secretariat with respect to your concern in Australia’s implementation of its obligations under the Convention on Biological Diversity.
 
We would like to express our gratitude, through you, to the organizations that signed the petition for their concern and work in support of the objectives and the effective implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity.
 
The Government of Australia is indeed the Party to the Convention and thus is generally responsible to the fulfilment of its obligations. However, the Convention does not impose any requirement on Parties to the Convention on how they should organize themselves in order to meet their obligations. It is the prerogative of each Contracting Party to determine what the roles of the central and local Governments may be in the protection of biodiversity and the fulfilment of obligations under the Convention.
 
Furthermore, the Secretariat does not have a legal mandate to look into questions or allegations related to the compliance of an individual Party to its obligations under the Convention.
 
The Secretariat will, however, take into account your submission just as information in analyzing the National Report of Australia and may use it, if necessary, for any communication that the Secretariat might have on the specifics of the Report.
 
Further to your latest request, your organization may also make the information available at the 5th meeting of the Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention in accordance with the established practice and requirements relevant to the circulation of documents at the meetings of the Convention by civil society organizations and other observers.
 
Again, we would like to thank you for your commitment to biodiversity and the protection of nature.
 
Kind regards,
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